= ee 
yg 
. Dr xe D u / - pF Vin” 6 Gea 
" ' S > Z c ae PRN 
| Thay looked" Fer a” city 4 Rm MAHI Air oF cf. db TASS 
Rel Which hath foundations (aL SON ae oO 


wid, 
He PO 

m8 ~ 
ONDA 


his day; whom 


ae 
(ay he ¢ A 


. (Citas 


_—— 
2 an aes 


They Which Are Written in the Lamb's Book 


of Life Shall be Delivered 


“, Z } 
The City had no reed N\ 
E- Sf the Sun Neither OF BS 


Is THE EARTH UPON WHICH WE DWELL TO BE DESTROYED? 
“THINE IS THE GLORY” 


EXCEPT YE REPENT 


Bs 


<—ck 


2 


My LIFr’s INFLUENCE 


wD 


Ye, 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 


SL PEM hee D) Mo, = 


PO8. 
(ZF ROLIRE 


ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


midnight there e S¥ 


\.Was a Cry made.4 


P se 
beet 

> 

= 


THIEVES AND ROBBERS 


Vol. 41, No. 1 


« 
lay OF The Lord 
HM Mad yg E 








To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free six months’ trial 
subscription. No obligation on your part 
or theirs. 


IN addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies ae 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages . 2 
Both volumes .. 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
January 2, 1954 


To help your children 
More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
Price ae 15 


Bible Story Color Book—a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 4 50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 





New booklets 


The Coming of Jesus & Elijah and 
the Great Battle of Armageddon— 


revised and newly reprinted, is now 
available. It shows the future for this world 
as plainly set forth in the Bible. Mankind 
need not remain in ignorance as to the 
outcome of the present chaotic condition. 
The Creator has a plan. It is unfolding as 
revealed in His Word. Upon these pages 
you can read about it: the Kingdom to 
come, the King, His herald who will pro- 
claim His advent, the work to be done. It 
is all revealed. Vital facts that everyone 
should know. Size 6x 9, 64 pages. Price .15 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit—a new- 
ly revised booklet containing Scriptural evi- 
dence on the subject of the Holy Spirit. It 
discusses the Apostolic period when the 
Church had the Holy Spirit Power, the 
period when it was withdrawn, and the 
time it shall again be restored. 

64 pages, Price 15 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission, 481 Thurston Road, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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They Which Are Written in the Lamb's Book of Life 
Shall Be Delivered 


Scripture reading, Hebrews 5. 


HE only possible way to come into union with the 

commands of the Almighty God is to try ourselves 

by our fruits according to the standard of His Word. 
It is so easy for humanity to be deceived, hence the only 
safe course is to try every man by the unerring Word of 
Truth. We are informed and commanded in Prov. 30: 5, 
6, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them 
that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, 
lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.” We may 
go on adding to this blessed Word and think for the time 
being it will be all right with us; but God says, “Add thou 
not unto” it; lest He reprove thee at last and thou be 
found a liar. It will be demonstrated in that coming Day 
of Judgment whether or not we have obeyed Him. 


We find that this Word predicts the very condition of 
the world just previous to the coming of our Lord from 
Heaven. We have evidence that warrants our believing 
His second advent is nigh at hand, that we are in the 
closing days of Gentile times, even though scoffers can 
see no difference and say that all things continue the same 
and apparently go on as they were since the beginning 
of creation. But he who believes the teachings of the 
Bible, who has investigated and made sure it is the 
blessed Word of God and believes that it cannot be added 
to nor taken from, can plainly see the signs. 


If we are found to be one who has added to this wondrous 
Word, what a calamity will befall us at last! To be found 
a liar, and to discover in the last day that our hopes are 
destroyed, will indeed be a great sorrow and disappoint- 
ment. The question should arise: Can we read in this 
blessed Book what we believe? When the last message 
from heaven was delivered to John on the Isle of Patmos, 
it came from our Lord by the hand of an angel from the 
high courts of heaven. And how different from the say- 
ings of man! It declares, ““The Revelation of Jesus Christ” 
—yes, it is a Revelation; do not for a moment think it is 
anything else. There are those who say it is a mystery, all 
wrapped in ambiguity, covered over and unrevealed, be- 
yond the human mind to comprehend, and that we need 
not think we can understand it. 

Hence the masses are deceived and are almost univer- 
sally believing that the Bible is of no real, intrinsic value; 
that it can be dispensed with and laid on the shelf. They 
say we need not understand it, or pay any attention to its 
wondrous admonitions. But in its closing words we find 
this solemn injunction: “If any man,” no matter who he 
may be, says Jesus, “I testify unto every man that heareth 
the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book: And if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out 
of the holy city, and from the things which are written 
in this book” (Rev. 22:18, 19). How dreadful to have 
our name blotted out of the book of life! 

The great time of trouble is coming upon “the world of 


the ungodly”; but a wonderful deliverance for the faith- 
ful when “Michael shall stand up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time: and at that time thy peo- 
ple shall be delivered, every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book” (Daniel 12: 1). What a comfort to think 
we shall have this deliverance if our names are written 
in the book of life! Oh, let us hasten to get our names 
written there, that we may reap the reward of our labor! 
There is only one way this may be done, and that is by 
our daily life and conduct. There is no mistake about it, 
that if we go on in the good way we shall have deliver- 
ance. 

But there are false teachers who are stealing away the 
words of eternal life. Of them the Lord says in Mal. 3: 
11—14, “I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he 
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith 
the Lord of hosts.” Yes, He will rebuke the devourer that 
is stealing away the words of eternal life, that he no 
longer can destroy the spiritual fruits of your labor. 
“And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a 
delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.” Of the false 
teachers, He says: “Your words have been stout against 
me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so 
much against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: 
and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinances?” 
That is what people are being told all over, that it is vain 
to serve God. 


We are not only told He will rebuke the devourer for 
our sakes, but it is also declared in Isa. 9: 16, “The lead- 
ers of this people cause them to err; and they that are led 
of them are destroyed.” Therefore the command comes to 
us from the Mighty God: “Hearken not unto the words of 
the prophets [teachers] that prophesy unto you: they 
make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, 
and not out of the mouth of the Lord” (Jer. 23:16). 
When that time of trouble comes, which is to sweep over 
this earth from one end unto the other, the devourers 
shall be rebuked and no longer be permitted to dissemi- 
nate their false doctrines. If it were not for these leaders, 
the people would not have been caused to believe such 
dreadful lies: that there is no real, personal God; that 
we are saved already, and do not have to work out our 
own salvation by obedience to His Word. 

When we read what God has declared, that “the leaders 
of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of 
them are destroyed,” it should have much weight with us. 
There is a woe upon a certain class, says Isa. 5: 20, “Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter!’ God has placed a woe 
upon all such, and says He will destroy those that are led 
by them. Furthermore, He tells the proportion that shall 
be destroyed. He declares in Zechariah 13: 8, 9, that when 
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He sends His “sword” upon the inhabitants of the earth, 
that “ it shall come to pass in all the land, saith the Lord, 
two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third 
shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part 
through the fire [judgments], and will refine them as silver 
is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall 
call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my 
people: and they shall say, The Lord is my God.” 


Only one third of all the inhabitants of the earth shall 
be left after the judgments of God sweep the wicked to 
destruction; but those that remain shall be purified. They 
will abandon their false doctrines, reject the leaders 
who have been teaching them error, and they shall be 
saved with an everlasting salvation. Jesus, the great 
Prince which stands for the deliverance of His people, is 
the One mentioned in Heb. 5:8, 9, “Though he were a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suf- 
fered; and being made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” Obey Him 
in how much? In all things which He shall say unto the 
people. It takes in all of Jesus’ commandments. But the 
false teachers are deceiving the masses and making them 
believe that salvation is not based upon walking in good 
works. They go in direct opposition to the teachings of 
the Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles, and say that good 
works are simply the result of being saved. But no, Christ 
is the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
Him. So we see it is plain that our salvation depends upon 
our obedience, not our obedience upon our salvation. If 
ever we are saved in the grand eternity to come, it will be 
because we have obeyed Him in all things. Therefore we 
see that in having our name written in the Lamb’s book 
of life, there is something we must do ourselves. 


We are told in II. Tim. 2: 20, 21, “But in a great house 
there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also 
of wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to dis- 
honor. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he 
shall be a vesse] unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the 
master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.” We 
must go to work and purge ourselves from all these evils 
to which flesh is heir, and be prepared unto every good 
work. We must, as Paul admonished Timothy, “give at- 
tendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine . . . con- 
tinue in them, for in doing this thou shalt both save thy- 
self and them that hear thee” (I. Tim. 4:13, 16). Why, 
Timothy was not saved yet! But there are those today 
who claim they are saved now! No; we must give attend- 
ance to reading this blessed Word, and continue in obedi- 
ence to the things we read; not only obedience, but a will- 
ing dbedience, by purging ourselves from every evil and 
becoming sanctified, set apart, and meet for the Master’s 
use, prepared unto every good work. 


What must be done? “Flee also youthful lusts: but 
follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” If we do not fol- 
low these noble characteristics, “righteousness, faith, 
‘ charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a 
pure heart,” we shall never reach the end of the road 
where life and salvation are the wondrous prize. Hear 
what Jesus said in Matt. 24:12, 13, “And because iniq- 
uity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But 
he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 
Salvation is at the end of the way. The promise is given 


in Romans 10:9, “That if thou shalt confess with thy 


mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved”—not that you are saved as soon as you confess 
these things, but “thou shalt be saved” if you continue 


steadfast unto the end, as Paul says in Col. 1: 23, “If ye 
continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel.” Also as he says 
in Heb. 3: 14, “For we are made partakers of Christ, if 
we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto 
the end.” 

The Lord says in Deut. 11: 26—28, speaking through 
His servant Moses, “Behold, I set before you this day a 
blessing and a curse; a blessing, if ye obey the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, which I command you this 
day: and a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments 
of the Lord your God, but turn aside out of the way which 
I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye 
have not known.” We can make our choice to serve Him 
or not, can have whichever one we please; we can go 
along with a proud look and a haughty spirit, but it will 
be our destruction. “Pride goeth before destruction, and 
a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). We must 
get ria of this pride of the world; for we are told in James 
4: 4, “Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God.” We are to “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but 
is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever” (I. John 2: 15—17). 


This is a plain statement. If we go along haughty and 
proud, as the worldlings and do not live within our means, 
we shail get the curse; but if we choose to be His meek 
and humble followers, walking in strict obedience, we 
shall receive the blessing. ‘Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the 
Lora of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; 
and | will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him” (Mal. 3: 16, 17). They will speak often one 
to another of those things which are of vital importance 
to their eternal salvation. 


In I. Peter 3:10, 11, the Apostle warns: “For he that 
will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: let him 
eschew evil, ana do good: let him seek peace, and ensue 
it.” Yes, he that would love the grand eternity and see 
many days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips from speaking guile. If we do not follow “righteous- 
ness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call upon the 
Loru out of a pure heart,” can we think that God will 
save us? He is the Author of eternal salvation unto only 
those who obey Him. There is a seriousness in regard to 
this salvation, which cannot be found in any other pur- 
suit. Those that fear the Lord will speak often one to 
another—and whai will be the result? “And the Lord 
hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thought upon his name.” What is His Name? “His 
name is called the Word of God,” says Rev. 19: 13. Their 
thoughts will be on the Word of God, and they will speak 
often of these wondrous truths. 

Let us ask ourselves daily: Are we determined to be 
one whose name is: written in the book of life? Are we 
going to speak often one to another, that we may have 
our name written there? For the promise is: “Thy peo- 
ple shall be delivered, every one that shall be found writ- 
ten in the book.” Oh, how we should work to get our 
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names written in the Lamb’s book of life! But evil will 
not spell one word of it. If our names are written there, 
it will be because we have forsaken all evil, have put away 
the pride and frivolity of the world. Oh, there is a work 
to do! 

There is a “body” of which Christ is the Head; and this 
Church or body of Christ is composed of many members, 
and there is a tie that reaches every one, a nerve running 
through the entire body. We cannot be concerned alone in 
working out our individual salvation; we must look also 
on the things of others. We are working to save ourselves, 
and also those that hear us. There must be such unity in 
the body that when one member suffers, all will suffer; 
and if one member rejoices, all will rejoice. This is not an 
individual affair; we will not be running off on our own 
notion, but we will all mind the same things, all laboring 
for the good of the body. We now have the opportunity 
to make our own choice: to have the things of this life 
for a short season; or deny ourselves the short-lived 
pleasure of the present and have our names written in 
the book of life and be delivered in that time to come. 


We are admonished by the great Apostle, “Let no man 
deceive you by any means”; we must not only pay atten- 
tion to the admonition to let no man deceive us but we are 
not even to deceive ourselves and think we shall be one 
of His jewels in that coming Day unless we have kept His 
commandments. One command is as necessary and as 
binding as another. Of those who obey, He says: “They 
shall be mine... in that day when I make up my jewels; 
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him.” Oh, to belong to the family of God indeed! 
He will come and save them, as promised in Isa. 35: 4, 
“Behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God 
with a recompense; he will come and save you.” 

In order for us to be saved in that wondrous Day we 
must look not only on ourselves but also upon the wel- 
fare of others. Let us therefore ask ourselves: Am I doing 
just as the Lord has commanded? Do I have to do some- 
thing for others? Have I not an example to follow; must 
I not follow in the footsteps of Jesus and Paul? Think of 
what Paul was engaged in! The great theme of his life 
was to be constantly laboring for others. And then to con- 
sider, when laboring for others we are laboring for our- 
selves; we shall reap the reward. We are laboring to 
place before humanity these precious words of Truth that 
we may enlighten them in regard to the way of salvation. 
We shall receive our reward: there is something wonder- 
ful coming by and by, an eternal salvation; and oh, what 
pleasure it will be to have our names written in the book 
of life and be delivered from that time of trouble that is 
coming! We shall then feel well repaid for our labor. 


The chief difficulty in getting our name written in the 
book of life, is lack of faith. That there will be a long, 
blissful eternity for the faithful there is not the slight- 
est doubt. There are those who say they expect to be 
there; but unless the requisite works are produced, the 
hope will be in vain. If that wondrous prize, the long eter- 
nity of rest, a home of glory, with every joy and comfort 
conceivable, is not worth our giving up all our evil ways 
and bringing into subjection to the law of Christ every 
thought, we shall never obtain it. Obedience means some- 
thing.; When the Lord said, “I set before you a blessing 
and a‘ curse,” it was not meaningless but fraught with 
significance. It reaches out even to the thoughts. The 
first comandment is: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength” (Mark 12:30). Thus 
every thought and act is brought into subjection to the 


obedience of Christ. Unless we have this Christ—the way, 
the truth, and the life—and walk in this way, we can 
never gain the life eternal promised the faithful. 


The Psalmist said (119:32), “I will run the way of 
thy commandments, when thou shalt enlarge my heart.” 
It would seem that every individual who has heard of this 
wondrous way of salvation would have such a longing 
and become so intensely interested to run in it that every 
other consideration would become subservient and he 
would not neglect it for one moment. There might be 
stumbling-stones in life, but it would not cause him to 
swerve from the narrow way. Think of eternity! Our 
life is so short, and eternity so long. The things of this 
life are but for a moment; compared to the grass of the 
field, so short in their duration. Shall we strive for the 
eternal; or will we be satisfied with this little mess of 
pottage? We have our choice; God never forces or com- 
pels anybody. If we, with gladness of heart and joy of 
mind, run the way of His commandments, then, and only 
then, shall the great eternity be ours. How can we think 
of passing our time in any other way than by deeply and 
reverentially meditating on what we must do to obtain it! 
Our hearts should be fixed; and if they are, we will pass 
around the stumbling-blocks; we will avoid the whirl- 
pools and eddies and will guide our little bark aright. 
“The name of the Lord [the word of God] is a strong 
tower: the righteous runneth into it and is safe” (Prov. 
18:10). 

But the trouble is, we do not encase ourselves in this 
word of the Lord; we open the doors and windows and 
let the things of the world sweep in, and we are swerved 
by them instead of being guided by the Word of God. We 
must bring our thoughts into subjection. How merciful 
that God permits man to make his own choice! No one is 
to blame for our wrong-doing but ourselves. “God is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed”; and 
when we stand at the bar of Judgment we shall have no 
excuse to offer. Human nature keeps putting off, think- 
ing: “Oh, by and by I will bring every thought into sub- 
jection!’ But that is the class that shall find the door 
barred. They went on as though their actions were not 
weighed. This obedience must be rendered now, right 
now. But there are those who seem to think there is “time 
enough yet.” To this class it will be too late; they shall 
be permitted only to see with their eyes the glory within 
and they can never partake of it. They shall behold all 
the faithful in the Kingdom of God and Jesus confessing 


their names before the holy angels, and they themselves 
outside. 


Jesus will say to the dilatory, “Depart, ye workers of 
iniquity.” Then, oh, then will their hearts be wrung with 
agony, because they did not make good use of their time, 
because they failed to run the way of His commandments, 
because they did not bridle their tongue and obey the 
command, “Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is 
in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words 
be few” (Eccl. 5:2). Deliberation, coolness! Oh, how 
slow to speak and slow to wrath the Christian will be! He 
will always consider before he speaks; he will consult the 
oracles of God first; his words will be well guarded. There 
is need of more sobriety, more consideration, more 
thought for others. 


Our eye must be single; we cannot go in the way of 
Truth today, and walk in the way of the flesh tomorrow. 
“A doubleminded man is unstable in all his ways” (James 
1:8). We must constantly have the reward in view; we 
must press, not float. Paul the great Apostle said, “I press 
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toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3: 14). Think of the zeal he mani- 
fested! And can we think that if Paul, with all his zeal 
for the faith, had to watch and guard himself, there is no 
danger now? What the natural mind would lead us to do, 
we must refrain from doing. If we cannot see any glory 
of God in it we will refrain from doing it. The loving ad- 
monition is given in Psalm 34: 11—14, “Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, 
that he may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.” Now the question is: Is this 
eternal salvation which is so graciously offered by the 
Almighty God worthy of our consideration; are we going 
to give up our own sinful ways to obtain it? We say “give 
up,” and yet we have nothing to give up; for our ways are 
too small to consider. Let us work as we are commanded, 
before it is too late. As admonished in Lam. 3: 40, 41, 
“Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the 
Lord. Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God 
in the heavens.” 





IS THE EARTH UPON WHICH WE 
DWELL TO BE DESTROYED? 


HE Almighty God of Heaven declared in Numbers 

14: 21, “As truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled 
with the glory of the Lord.” Also in Eccl. 1: 4, is the prom- 
ise: “One generation passeth away, and another genera- 
tion cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.” Also in 
Psalm 78: 69 is the comforting assurance: “He built his 
sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which he hath 
established for ever.” 

This is in perfect agreement with the teachings of Jesus 
in Matt. 5: 5, “Blessed are the meek: for they shail inherit 
the earth.” Could the Master have given such a gracious 
promise if the earth eventually were to be destroyed? No. 
Well did He know what was promised by the Almighty in 
Isa. 45:12, 17, 18, “I have made the earth, and created 
man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the 
heavens, and all their host have I commanded... . But Is- 
rae] shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salva- 
tion: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world with- 
out end. For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; 
God himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath 
established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to 
be inhabited: I am the Lord; and there is none else.” 

The “Israel” that is to be saved with an everlasting sal- 
vation is composed of “true soldiers of God.” This is the 
meaning of the term, as given from the original language. 
The Apostle Paul defines the true Israel, as stated in Rom. 
2: 28, 29, “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly: 
neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the 
flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circum- 
cision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the let- 
ter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” The Jew in- 
deed, those who crucify the flesh, compose the true Israel 
of God, the world of believers, “the world to come” (Heb. 
2:5). They will comprise the “world without end,” of 
which the Prophet Isaiah speaks, on the earth which shall 
abide forever. 

The earth shall then no longer be inhabited by a mass of 
humanity such as now claim possession, but by men and 
women who have ceased to do evil and learned to do well 


(Isa. 1: 16, 17), who have formed characters worthy of 
eternal life, and they shall possess the earth for their 
home forever and ever. 

It is interesting to read in the Hebrew Lexicon the 
meaning of the term, “forever.” It is: “Of time long past, 
antiquity. .. . It more often refers to future time, in such 
a manner that what is called the terminus ad quem is al- 
ways defined from the nature of the thing itself. When it 
is applied to human affairs, and specially to individual men, 
it commonly signifies all the days of life.” This is a good 
point to remember: that when “forever” is applied to 
human beings or to temporal things, it applies only to the 
duration of life. Further, we read: “The idea of eternity, 
at least that which has no end, is more nearly approached 
by the examples in which forever is applied to the earth 
and the whole nature of things (Eccl. 1: 4). But the earth 
stands or remains forever.” 

Of that wonderful time when the righteous shall inherit 
the earth, we read in Ps. 67: 4, “O let the nations be glad 
and sing for joy: for thou wilt judge the people right- 
eously and govern the nations upon earth.” Before that 
condition shall be brought about, Ps. 37:34 must be ful- 
filled: ““Wait on the Lord and keep his way, and he shall 
exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut 
off, thou shalt see it.” The righteous shall inherit the land, 
the earth, forever, after the judgments of God have cut 
off the wicked from defiling the earth. 


“And the Lord shall be King over all the earth: in that 
day shall there be one Lord, and his name one,” says Zech. 
14: 9. This is after Christ comes and the Judgment scene 
is in the past. Then the faithful, those redeemed “out of 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation,” shall 
sing: “Thou ... hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests; and we shall reign on the earth” (Rev. 5:9, 10). 
What a blessed change for this sin-ridden world! 





“THINE IS THE GLORY” 


UR Lord had taught His disciples how to pray: “Our 
Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy. will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And abandon us not 
in temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.” 

In the nineteen centuries since our Master’s day the 
so-called religious world has taken up this Prayer and 
repeated it continuously. The full meaning, however, 
which its total of sixty-five words implies, has been as un- 
fathomed as the life of the Man who was its originator. 

Couched within the Lord’s Prayer are four words 
which are a humble acknowledgment of God’s superiority, 
and of our entire dependence upon Him: “Thine is the 
glory.” For nearly two thousand years man has lifted his 
eyes to the Creator, saying, “Thine is the glory,” the 
meanwhile listening intently to hear the shouts of the 
multitude from whom he seeks to extract glory for him- 
self. Beyond the skilled artist, the keen statesman, the 
quest for glory extends ad infinitum through the humbler 
walks of life and even into the family circle where proud 
youth appeals to his parents for some expression of ad- 
miration for his scholarly achievements. In the light of 
the attainments of this twentieth century man has be- 
come more inflated with egotism than ever before. He has 
become, as prophesied, a boaster, highminded, and a 
lover of himself. 
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Thus the prayer, “Thine is the glory,” which was so 
lately upon the lips of man becomes a contradiction, and 
more—it is rank hypocrisy. It is but mockery to say by 
word of mouth, “Thine is the glory,” while at the same 
time saying by actions, Mine is the glory. 

But, what of us? This condition of the world at large 
is to us simply a gauge which registers a marked human 
weakness, a mirror, as it were, reflecting a major pro- 
pensity of the natural man—the vain glory which by na- 
ture exists in you, in me. God foreknew from the begin- 
ning that the masses of the world would not glorify His 
name. But of us who have vowed, it is compulsory. In the 
book of the law we read, “Give unto the Lord the glory 
due his name.” 

Since vain glorying is a universal weakness, it pre- 
sents to us a problem from which we as Christians cannot 
escape. The problem must be met and the solution ob- 
tained, so that when we pray, “Thine is the glory,” it may 
not have the hollow, empty ring of sounding brass and 
tinkling cymbal. Rather, may these four meaningful 
words be an expression of our deep and profound feeling 
of indebtedness to the great Jehovah for all that we are 
and ever hope to become. 


In analyzing this subject let us first state an obvious 
fact, that we cannot glorify God and self at the same 
time. It follows that if God is to be glorified, self must 
be abased. This brings us to a major phase of our prob- 
lem—the task of sinking self into insignificance. 


A few comparisons wil assist us. God is the Creator of 
eternity; we are creatures of the moment. God is the 
Creator of the universe; we are but objects of His crea- 
tion. God is perfect; we, in our natural state, are as beasts 
before Him. We are nothing in His sight, and less. Whole 
nations are counted as the small dust of the balance, a 
drop in the bucket, less than nothing, and vanity. 

In view of such humiliating thoughts, can we claim 
any glory for ourselves? When our nothingness is para- 
mount in our minds and we feel our dependence upon a 
Higher Power, it will not be difficult to render unto God 
the glory due His name. 

Perhaps, through years of study and application, we 
have developed some art to a greater or lesser degree. It 
may be that we are recognized as a skilled painter, writer, 
or musician. Is this a cause for glorying in ourselves? 
Jesus’ Parable of the Talents contains the answer: to 
His servants were given talents, to one five talents, to 
another two, to another one. This teaches that talents for 
specialized work are a gift which it is our duty, our ob- 
ligation, to develop. Certainly we can claim no personal 
creuit for a gift which is ours simply through the benef- 
icence of the Donor. Paul argues this very point with his 
brethren, saying, “Who maketh thee to differ from an- 
other? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if 
thou hadst not received it?” It stands, then, that no per- 
sonal attainment gives us occasion for fleshly glory. 

So when someone speaks a word of commendation or 
justified praise for work well done, let it be received in 
the spirit of humility. It is at such moments that our in- 
most thought must be, “Thine is the glory.” 

“Indeed,” whatever we say or do, “let everything be 
done in dependence on the Lord Jesus, giving thanks in 
his name to God the Father.” Perhaps our dependence 
upon God in all that we say and do is more extensive than 
we always realize. Not only are talents a gift, but our 
faculties for their development are also within the con- 
trol of the Almighty God. Let us not forget that at the 
word of the angel the gift of speech was for a season 


withheld from Zacharias; also, with a stroke of divine 
power, Elymas the sorcerer was smitten blind; the boast- 
ful Herod was stricken dead because he failed to give 
God the glory. If we use our faculties for fleshly gratifica- 
tion rather than for God’s glory, we shall be rejected in 
the Day of Judgment. 


The natural man may persist in worshiping the work 
of his own hands, that which his own fingers have made, 
but the transformed man will exclaim, “By the grace of 
God I am what I am’”—*‘Thine is the glory.” The trans- 
formed man will cry as did David in his mighty valedic- 
tory address when the people had offered their wealth for 
the proposed temple, “O Lord our God, all this store that 
we have prepared to build thee a house for thine holy 
name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own... . All 
that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; .. . and of 
thine own have we given thee’—“Thine is the glory.” 
Should some man-worshiper chance to bend the knee in 
admiration, the transformed man will hasten to cry the 
words of the humble angel, “See thou do it not: . . . wor- 
ship God.” 

Beyond the gifts which are the common allotment of all 
mankind our indebtedness to God extends yet further. 
It is He who has brought us out of the horrible pit of 
Romish error, out of the miry clay of carnal desire, and 
planted our feet upon the everlasting Rock of Truth. 
Truth is a glorious attribute to be ascribed to the 
Almighty. The Lord is “a God of truth,” and, though the 
masses grope in error, He has condescended to share with 
us His truth. We can say with the utmost of confidence, 
“Truth is mine.” But lest we feel in any measure exalted 
over so rich and rare a boon, let us in the same breath 
whisper the prayer, “Thine is the glory.” Truth is our 
only connection with God; it is our only hope of the 
world to come. Without Truth, life would be as meaning- 
less as that of the poor insect of the summer’s day. With 
Truth, every new hour is laden with significance; every 
moment holds its challenge to be men of Truth, to strive 
against every foe in the battle for truth and righteousness. 


As we return from the fray, shoulders erect, head high, 
banners waving, God forbid that we neglect to say, “Lord 
of the battle, we praise Thee for the victory Thy power 
hath won’—“Thine is the glory.” For our victories over 
sin we owe Him the deepest of gratitude, because spirit- 
ual conquest over our archenemy, self, would be utterly 
impossible unless God were with us for our Captain, and 
to arm us with His trusty armor, 


Perhaps the saddest picture which words could portray 
is that of the unfaithful who sowed pleasant seeds and 
in the morning made their plants to grow and flourish; 
but when the great Husbandman returns to reap the 
golden grain, the harvest is ‘a heap in the day of grief 
and of desperate sorrow.” Why is the harvest a time of 
irretrievable sorrow? The cause can be traced to the day 
when the unfaithful forgot the God of their salvation 
and were not mindful of the Rock of their strength; the 
day when they brought forth fruit unto themselves, say- 
ing, Mine is the glory. Little did they realize that he that 
planteth and he that watereth are nothing, for it is God 
who makes the seed to grow. “When they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God,” but “worshiped and served the 
creature”—self—‘“more than the Creator.” 


If we hope to rejoice in the fruits of an abundant har- 
vest, we must abide in the true vine; for without Truth 
we can do nothing. In the coming days of our short pro- 
bation may God be magnified and not self; and as we 
kneel in His presence may it be with heartfelt conviction 
that we pray, “Thine is the glory.” 
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EXCEPT YE REPENT 


S FAR BACK as the first record of history, we can 
read or have read of man’s insatiable thirst for 
power, of his unscrupulous and cruel methods used to 
obtain that power. Even in our day we read of one who 
rose to nearly absolute rule of 800 million people through 
ruthless adherence to the doctrine of “the end justifies 
the means,” and we turn with repulsion at the means. 
All other atrocities and crime, due to greed for money 
and power, that are being committed in the land are 
equally abominable. As we see the condition of the world 
growing increasingly worse, we know Bible prophecies 
are being fulfilled to the very letter—that we are now 
living in perilous times; but what about us? Are we look- 
ing at ourselves, watching our fruits? What are we doing 
so that we can escape for our life? We are powerless to 
prevent this state of affairs, but we have been given the 
privilege and opportunity to use the Key of Knowledge 
whereby we can change ourselves. When we deviate one 
jot or tittle from this key or law, are we not an abomina- 
tion to God? 

A wonderful lesson has been given to us by our Master, 
for our instruction and upbuilding, in Luke 13: 1—3, 
which reads: “There were present at that season some 
that told him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices.” My! they thought that 
was terrible, and Jesus thought it was terrible; but He 
wanted to impress a lesson upon their minds, that they 
did not have to do that extent of evil to perish. When they 
told Jesus what terrible things Pilate was doing, Jesus 
answering, said unto them; “Suppose ye that these Gali- 
leans were sinners above all Galileans, because they suf- 
fered such things? I tell you Nay, but except ye repent 
ye shall all likewise perish.” That was a terrible deed, 
but unless we repent, unless we do all God has com- 
manded, we shall likewise perish. We are living above the 
masses of mankind, striving to do unto others as we 
would like to be done by, but if we do some good things, 
that will not avail. No, we must do it all. “Except ye re- 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 


Those Galileans were worse than those He was speak- 
ing to, but, He says, unless you cease from all iniquity, 
“vou shall likewise perish.” The lesson comes home to 
us, unless we cease from all iniquity, do as God com- 
mands, we shall likewise perish. 


Bible repentance means to turn away from every evil 
way; it means to be doers of the law, not just repent on 
some things and then compare ourselves with someone 
who happens to be worse than we are. It means getting 
down to the purification of our heart and mind; ceasing 
to break the law of God, ruling ourselves. It is a reason- 
able thing God demands at our hands. 

Life does not consist of the things we possess, nor 
should it be our chief concern what we shall eat or drink, 
or wherewithal shall we be clothed, or where shall we 
go to get the most enjoyment; but our aim and ob- 
ject must be seeking first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, being intent on doing the things we know 
we must do in order to gain it. As a poet once said: 


“Life is real, life is earnest, 
And the grave is not its goal.” 


Yes, eternal life is real, something to work for; and 
the fight for it against sin is a serious business, this war- 
fare within is earnest; but if we disobey one command, 
unless repented of the grave will be our goal. 


Let us examine ourselves in our reaction to discipline. 
When spoken to for a fault, are we immediately on the 
offensive or are we hearkening to the evidence pro- 
nounced against us? If on the offensive, our actions are 
saying, We look clean in our own eyes, and we thus blindly 
obstruct our way of escape from the sin. 

If we behave ourselves wisely in this new and living 
way, we will not be thinking too highly of ourselves, so 
that when spoken to for a fault we will be found on the 
Watch Tower to see the evidence and to weigh it care- 
fully before we answer. Our fruits will tell if we are will- 
ing to see; but naturally we foolishly spurn the hand that 
kindly exposes the wrong and we are still found in the 
company of those who think every way is right in their 
own eyes. Instead of feeling hurt or offended we should 
be thankful for the opportunity to have our weaknesses ex- 
posed, bound up and healed. Except we repent and turn 
from them we shall in nowise escape the state of mortality. 

If someone tries us, let us pray not to have the trial 
removed; but the rather to let patience have its perfect 
work so it will no longer try us, keeping in remembrance 
that trials are for one purpose, to perfect in us that which 
we lack. It will develop forbearance and longsuffering. 

Perhaps we do not like to think of keeping our nose 
to the grindstone, as the old saying goes, but it actually 
is the panacea for us in these days of shiftlessness, indif- 
ference; the heedless and careless ways of the world. 
Work is a blessing, not a dread or a drudge; it will lift 
us out of the danger of becoming mentally lazy. Perhaps 
we are shocked at the thought of being called lazy. Well, 
we are mentally lazy if we are not constantly exercising 
to godliness. - 

Perhaps we do not like to be told not to hum some tune 
that strikes our fancy; or if we are bent on doing some- 
thing that particularly appeals to us, we do not like to be 
restrained. Ah, it is then well to remember, “It is [much] 
better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to 
hear the song of fools.” Except ye repent, turn from your 
own inclinations, ideas, notions, ye shall likewise perish. 


When someone speaks sharply to us, instead of allowing 
sensitiveness or resentment to enter, we will be thankful 
to be reminded of our weakness, so we can fortify and 
grow strong. We will remember love or charity knows 
no resentment. 

If we have warned someone and it goes unheeded, in- 
stead of letting it upset or disturb our peace, be thankful 
it is yet possible for us to change ourseives. 

If we encounter some bitter experience, let it come; 
say not, begone, but to the soul hungering for righteous- 
ness, every bitter thing will be sweet because it will bring 
to us salvation if borne patiently. 


Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: we 
must fear God, keep ail His commandments, for He will 
bring every work into judgment with every secret thing, 
whether it be good or evil. The good will receive the re- 
ward, but except we repent and turn from all our evil 
propensities, we shall perish. 





There can be only a limited amount of thought in our 
mind; fill it with Truth, then there will be no room for 
fleshly thoughts. 


Seriousness, sobriety, and reverence must reign su- 
preme if we wish to serve God with an undivided heart. 
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MY LIFE’S INFLUENCE 


HERE is a story told of Pippa, a little peasant girl, 
and of the influence which she wrought for good 
quite unconsciously as she traveled up and down her 
world with snatches of melody upon her lips. Behind 
Pippa’s song was the abiding faith in the God who never 
forsakes. As Pippa passed by, the sound of her faith- 
- inspiring hymn drifted in through the windows of people 
from every station of life. + a 
All unknown to Pippa, in many hearts her song ha 
cooled the fires of passion and the fever of covetousness, 
and extinguished the flames of rebellion. Those whom she 
passed were awakened to the consciousness that life had 
something better to offer than they had yet discovered! 
But what of you and me, as we pass by from day to 
day? Is there anything about our lives that brings out 
the best in others? It is impossible for us to live unto 
ourselves alone, no matter how small our position or how 
insignificant our life may be; our very presence is a con- 
stant influence either for good or evil. Every day, we 
meet and have dealings with others. What we say and do 
may not seem important, but it is! Our influence is felt 
by every person we meet. This fact is a very serious one, 
and for it we shall be held accountable! 

Our dealings and contact with one another in this 
Christian walk is of the most vital importance, hence the 
express command to, “Owe no man anything, but to love 
one another.” Perhaps we shrink at the idea of being in 
debt in temporal matters; but this spiritual debt, which 
is of a far more serious nature, we can owe with utter 
complacency! Let us wake up to our responsibility and 
ask ourselves how well are we fulfilling our obligations? 

Is our joy in living the Truth contagious enough to 
lighten another’s trials and heavy load? Or are we so self- 
centered and taken up with our own burdens that we 
drag others down to despair and they leave our presence 
with a heavier heart? Let us remember that slipping a 
hand underneath another’s load makes our own burden 
lighter, and even may make it disappear altogether. 

What about our hope? Is it strong enough to counter- 
act another’s despair? Do we look forward to that over- 
flowing and abundant reward God holds in store for those 
interested enough to work for it? Do we think about it 
enough, that is, do we think about it enough to talk about 
it and thus enthuse others as well as ourselves to work 
for something better than this fleeting life holds in store 
for us? 

Do we have the strength of mind, the fixity of purpose, 
an unwavering faith in God and His promises, strong 
enough to bolster another’s weakness? 

Perhaps as we answer these questions, we sigh and 
say, “Ah, how much I need strengthening on these very 
points: myself! How can I help others? What can I do?” 

There is much we can do. Let us not brood over our 
past failures, over the times we have failed to be the ex- 
ample we should be; but let our failures be reminders of 
our weaknesses and build high heaps around the places 
where we have fallen, using them as steppingstones to 
higher ground, to that exalted plane where Truth rules. 
And even in our failures we may be examples; for we, 
by overcoming our faults through faith in God, may en- 
courage and help influence someone else to take a right 
course. And let it be our daily prayer to try to live so that 
those whose lives we touch will see the Truth at work in 
us; thus they might be inspired in.some small way, at 
least, to strive harder to resist the evil. 

For our own joy in obeying, our own patience under 


trial and temptations, our own courage daily to face the 
foe and our efforts to live up to what we know is right, 
is the most telling kind of preaching. 


“Each place you pass an imprint bears 
Of what you are. Another fares 

Along this road you have trod 

And he is moved by sparks that shine, 
Reflections from your life (or mine) 
To travel down, or up to God. 

You are a candle shedding light. 

You are a shadow like the night. 

You are a climber or a clod. 

And what he sees of what you are 

Will leave him stranded, take him far 
Into the depths, or up to God.” 


It is strange what a powerful influence for good even 
one little kind act can be. Have not we, ourselves, experi- 
enced the benefit from these little deeds of kindness and 
encouragement? We all pass through these moments when 
we need someone to encourage us and tell us, we can! 
Often they come at a time it makes all the difference in 
the world, Every one of us has the opportunity to speak 
the kindly word, to do the kindly deed—to daily help 
others as we have been helped.’ 

Paul admonishes us to do this very thing, for he says: 
“Let us think of one another and how we can encourage 
each other to love and do good deeds... . Let us do all we 
can to help one another’s faith, this the more earnestly as 
we see the Final Day drawing ever nearer” (Heb. 10:24, 
25, Phillips’ Translation). 

Surely, in that Day nothing will give us greater hap- 
piness than to have one we have been associated with 
say to us: “Your example and influence helped me to 
share this unending life with you!” What love will flow 
between us when we answer: “Your example helped me 
to gain this unspeakable joy!” 





ADD PATIENCE ... 


Without patience a man, no matter who he is, is poor. 
This is no small virtue to add even though it consists of 
little things. Being patient in little things develops us to 
be able to meet the greater things that come along. 
Though patience may be considered a commonplace vir- 
tue with many people, yet rightly appreciated it is grand 
and heroic. Without it the strongest character has a dan- 
gerously weak spot and with it the otherwise weak has 
strength. Patience is spiritual endurance, the willingness 
to wait God’s time without doubting His truth. James 
tells us to count it all joy when we fall into divers temp- 
tations; knowing this, that the trying of our faith works 
patience. No one gets impatient doing the things he likes 
to do; so we, if the desire is great in us to gain that 
character, tried as gold in the fire, will take all trials with 
joy and be patient under all circumstances. 





There is never a blessing promised in the Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, to any but those who keep God’s 
commandments. 


If ever we are worthy to be exalted in that Day, we 
must now be lifted above everything that is low, degrad- 
ing, and sensual. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Romans 6: 23, “For the wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

To accept the prevalent idea that the wages of sin is 
natural death is to become involved at once in serious 
difficulvies. For one thing, the wages seem to be strangely 
and erratically paid; many a hardened sinner lives, and 
remains a nuisance for years and years. But what of the 
saint whose life was cut short, or the infant whose life 
is only momentary? For whose sins are these receiving 
the grim wage? 

Very simple, say the theorists: the fall of our first par- 
ents, Adam and Eve, brought sin and its consequences 
into the world; and their historic transgression, slight 
though it was, brought upon themselves and their inno- 
cent, unborn posterity the penalty of death, corrupting 
their nature, weakening their will, and rendering them 
“justly liable to all punishment in this world and in the 
world to come.” The creeds solemnly assure us that the 
penalty applies to both man and beast, since all lost Para- 
dise in Adam’s fall. Previous to that, are we to assume, 
the bears and foxes and frogs and flies were immortal? 

Apart from the intolerable injustice of this idea, it 
runs into another massive roadblock, for any one with a 
glimmer of knowledge and a grain of honesty is aware 
that natural death was in the world thousands and mil- 
lions of years before Adam. Pithecanthropus and Homo 
Neanderthalensis were certainly not casualties of an 
event some millions of years future, nor could the dino- 
saur and the pterodactyl have been so affected; yet they 
died the same physical death that men and beasts die 
today. 

Natural death is the result of mortality, not of any 
moral consideration, but the Scriptures reveal another 
death which fulfills the requirements of our text—the 
penal or second death (Rev. 21: 8), the sentence of which 
is pronounced at the Last Judgment, where every man 
stands or falls by his own works, not those of his remotest 
ancestor. 

Sin usually brings its share of trouble in this life, and 
at the end its only reward will be eternal death—nonen- 
tity. A very meager wage, far beneath the ambition of a 
truly sensible man or woman. 

It will be noted that two things are mentioned in our 
text: wages and a gift, a “free gift,” as charisma is cor- 
rectly rendered by most of the modern translators. There 
is a distinction. The full reward of eternal life is never, 
except perhaps in the Parable of the Vineyard, referred 
to as wages, which implies a reward commensurate in 
some degree with the work performed—so much for so 
much. This is not true of God’s “free gift,” which is ‘“ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,” be- 
yond what eye has seen or ear heard or the heart of man 
has conceived (Eph. 3: 20; I. Cor. 2:9). There is no con- 
ceivable comparison between such a reward and the little 
we can do at our very best; the formula becomes “so 
much for so little.” 

It is true that the Master said in John 4: 36, “He that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life 
eternal”; but even here we see two aspects of the reward 
presented, as in Mark 10: 29, 30, where He promised His 
followers a hundredfold in this life, and in the world to 


- 


come eternal life. The present “hundredfold” may truly 
be termed wages in the strict sense, for experience has 
amply proved that the joy and satisfaction we reap in 
this life while walking the strait and narrow way are in 
direct proportion to the spirit we bring to the task and 
the effort we put into it. So, too, the partial reward for 
unfinished work might be called the wages, since this class 
shall receive according to their works; but the grand 
prize is so grand and so great that, in spite of all we can 
possibly do, it is still a free gift. Either we get it all or 
we do not; the question will not be, How much have we 
done of this or that, but, Have we done all and given all? 


The religious world have noted this distinction between 
wages and gifts, and, as usual, have perverted it to fit 
their own acquired or inherited theories of salvation. 
They have been told that all have sinned, all are unwor- 
thy, therefore the “free gift” becomes ours by a simple 
act of acceptance, the wages of sin having been taken and 
the debt paid once for all by an innocent Man on Cal- 
vary. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Rather, 
eternal life is a gift, but a conditional gift. Phillips’ recent 
translation of the Epistles captures the Apostle’s thought 
in our text: “Sin pays its servants: the wage is death. 
But God gives to those who serve him: His free gift is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The gift is 
to those who serve Him, and none other. 

We are all unworthy, it is true, but we need not remain 
so. It is within our power to make ourselves worthy to 
receive the crowning gift of immortality, and if we do 
not, we shall never receive it. It will never be placed in 
unclean hands. “Thou hast a few names even in Sardis 
which have not defiled their garments, and they shall 
walk with me in white, for they are worthy,” says Jesus 
(Rev. 3:4). They themselves have washed their robes 
and made them white; at the coming marriage of the 
Lamb it will be proclaimed by the angelic host that the 
Bride has made herself ready. There are certain things 
which no one can do for us, but which God has enabled us 
to do for ourselves, and the most important of these is 
to cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh (II. Cor. 
7:1) and so be worthy to enter the coming marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb properly clothed in “fine linen, clean 
- — [which] is the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 
19:8). 

In the second and third chapters of Revelation are the 
messages to the seven churches of Asia, which are for us 
no less than for them. With their wealth of commenda- 
tions, warnings, reproofs, exhortations and promises, 
they fully embody the “reward motive” or incentive prin- 
ciple, without which the necessary work would never be 
done; yet it is interesting to note that in nearly every 
instance the reward is referred to as a gift or grant, not 
a payment. 

ho him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree 
of life. ....” 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hid- 
den manna... .” 

“And he that overcometh, ... to him will I give power 
over the nations.” 

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 
my throne.” 


Always a gift, yet tied firmly to that unchangeable con- 
dition, “To him that overcometh’’: for only the overcom- 
ers, not those who trust in the merits of another, are com- 
petent to receive and use the gifts which God can and will 
bestow. For the others. the undesirables, the way to the 
tree of life—the knowledge of physical law which will 
give immortality—is forever barred by a flaming sword. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


A brother writes from Selma, Iowa, in reply to the 
monthly letter: 

“Dear Brother: As you have stated in your letter, we 
should be thankful to be free from the dark superstitions 
of men. At one time we were strangers; now we have 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Let us make a com- 
plete separation, that we may measure up to a certain 
standard set by the Psalmist (73: 25), ‘Whom have I in 
heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I de- 
sire beside thee.’ We are under the wings of the Lord, 
invited to this spiritual meal. He is giving us bread to 
eat and water to drink. He has offered us the strong meat 
of the Word so that we can cry as the Psalmist (25: 4, 5), 
‘Show me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead 
me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of 
my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.’ 

Yours in the one Truth, G— M—.” .. 


This is from a young brother at Lamaline, Nfid., Can. 

“Dear Brother: ... Thanks very much for the spiritual 
help and strength you have given me. ... As you men- 
tioned in your letter: the study of prophecy is one of the 
most valuable faith-builders we have. We see the condi- 
tion foretold in the Bible prevailing in the world today. 
And we know this is the prelude to a better time. Our 
faith must grow stronger each day as we see the Bible 
prophecy being fulfilled. There is much to give us faith in 
the Word of God; so many predictions have come to pass, 
and many are being fulfilled today. Thanks again for 
your letter. I am yours, G— P—.” 


A sister at Clarkson, Ont., Can., writes of overcast 
skies with occasional showers. 

“Dear Sister: ... Days like these remind me so much 
of the days in the spiritual. The following poem describes 
it fittingly: 


“What God Hath Promised’ 


“God hath not promised skies always blue, 
Flower-strewn pathways all the way through. 
God hath not promised sun without rain, 

Joy without sorrow, peace without pain. 


“‘But God hath promised strength for the day 
Rest for the labor, light for the way; 
Grace for the trial, help from above, 
Unfailing kindness, undying love.’ 


“Much of our troubles and disappointments lie in the 
fact, I believe, that we expect and take too much for 
granted—forgetting that we are bound to have trials— 
instead, we expect a life of smooth sailing, with not a 
care, so to speak. The Apostle James says: ‘My brothers, 
greet it as pure joy when you encounter any sort of trial’ 
(Moffatt). We know from experience this is no easy task; 
but the attitude herein expressed would make the task 
of overcoming much easier, indeed. Now I can resume my 
duties for the day with a lighter heart and renewed de- 
termination to make this a better day in my life—by 
watching those trials! .. . M— E. W—.” 


A unique letter comes from the sister at San Angelo, 
Texas. 

“Dear Sister: Brother Nichols said his sermons were 
already written out for him in the Bible. I found, too, a 
good sermon in the hymn book. 

“Wake, brethren, wake! The world is watching you. 
Stand up for Jesus! God will take care of you. 


“Lead on, O King Eternal! I will follow Thee; I’ll be a 
soldier for Jesus. My Captain never lost a battle. Sound 
the battle cry; the fight is on! Every bridge is burned 
behind me. Forward! On to victory in the army of the 
Lord! The Lord needs you. Can He count on you? Are 
you lifting? Is your lamp burning, every moment of 
every day? 

“Awake, my soul; put your hand to the plow. Work 
with joy and gladness. There’s much that we can do. 
Never give up! Never look back! Work for the night is 
coming; work while it is today. Jesus is tenderly calling, 
‘Walk with Me; give Me thy heart; come into the ark; 
come and live.’ Brother, will you go? Why not now? 
Don’t let it be said, too late. Now is the time for thee to 
labor. His yoke is easy. You can trust Him; for when 
Truth dwells within, Jesus speaks peace, in the hour of 
trial. Jesus leads in the pathway of blessings, in the path- 
way of service to the haven of rest, Zion fair, where we’ll 
never grow old. 

“T would be like Jesus, true-hearted, whole-hearted, al- 
ways cheerful, serving with a smile. All the way I’ll fol- 
low, walking with Jesus, guided by Thy Truth, step by 
step to Jerusalem, my glorious home. Sound an alarm! 
The King is coming! What if it were today? Be ye there- 
fore ready, faithful unto the end. 

Maranatha! F— S—.” 

From a sister at Kent, N. Y., comes a good letter. 

“Dear Sister: ... Each time I get my letter I think 
about the meaning of the word Maranatha—‘The Lord 
is coming.’ That will be a day of joy to some, and to 
others, shame. What will be the reaction of the masses to 
the news that Elijah the Prophet will bring of the coming 
of our Lord? It is hard to think that most of them will be 
disbelieving and continue on in their own ways. The 
Holy Book tells us as it was in the days of Noah and the 
Flood, so shall the coming of the Son of man be. ‘The 
great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth 
greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty 
man shall cry there bitterly’ (Zeph. 1:14)... .If we are 
clothed in anything but good works and right doing we 
will be clothed in strange apparel. If found in this con- 
dition when Jesus comes, we shall reap a harvest of grief 
and desperate sorrow. ... B— B—.” 


These words from the brother at Elgin, Oregon, are 
timely : 

“Dear Brother: There is much to give us faith in the 
Word of God. Prophecy is being fulfilled before our eyes. 
Bible prophecy knows; it does not guess. We know that 
we are not living in the first universal empire, nor the 
second, nor the third, but in the closing days of the fourth 
or Roman Empire. The true light now shines after the 
long night of darkness when God’s truth was buried 
under a senseless mass of pagan superstition. True to 
Paul’s prediction, we see the world at large in a state of 
surpassing wickedness. We know that the whole world 
is in a state of perplexity; the sea of nations and the 
waves roaring. Thus we stand built securely upon this 
pinnacle of faith. We know we have the blessed assurance 
that as these things are being fulfilled, the great Day 
of the Lord is fast approaching. 

“There are signs sufficient to stimulate the true hearted 
ones to this wide-awake attitude. We are living in a mo- 
mentous time, an era when God is going to test the faith 
of His people. Those who are on their guard will be 
watching for the faith-builders, the beacon light, flashing 
constantly from the pinnacle of faith. With spiritual best 
wishes, py. ae 
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THIEVES AND ROBBERS 


Should someone steal your pocketbook, your silverware, or car, 
You’d do your best to see that he did not get very far. 

You’d reckon such a one a thief, a menace to mankind, 

And feel a deep sense of relief when he was put behind 

Some prison wall, until he saw the error of his ways, 

And learned the needed lesson that law-breaking never pays. 


Or if some shady character, by means akin to stealth, 

Prevailed on you to sell your home, in hopes of greater wealth; 
Perhaps to place your money in some worthless mining shares, 

Or some disastrous venture that would weigh you down with cares; 
You would be glad to know he had been caught by the police, 
And placed where he could not continue his activities. 


Or it may be you bought a home with cash that was hard-earned, 
And you were scarcely settled in your home before you learned 
Your title to the place was void, or very much in doubt— 

I’m sure, to put it mildly, you’d be very much put out. 

And if the guilty one were caught, you’d do all that you could 
To see he was detained until he made the title good. 


Such losses as are mentioned here would be a cause of grief, 

And anybody causing them would surely be a thief; 

But Jeremiah tells of one whom God considers worse, 

“Who from his neighbor steals my Word is worthy of a curse.” 
And, “He who would climb up some other way than by the door,” 
Said Jesus, “is a thief and robber.” Him we should abhor. 


Should someone steal your pocketbook, your car, or other wealth, 
You could replace them in due time, if you retained your health. 
And though you lost the title to your home through crookedness, 
You still would not lose everything—this fact you must confess. 
But when the Judge stands at the door, and says, “I know you not!” 
You have lost ali—eternity. Sad, sad is such a lot! 


Lest you should be deceived by those who tamper with the Truth, 
Give heed to all the evidence provided for our use; 

And know that mortals will not go to heaven bye and bye, 

Nor can we “read our title clear to mansions in the sky.” 

For Jesus said the humble, meek—al! those of sterling worth— 
Shall dwell forever in the land, inheriting the earth. 


Should you desire to gain a home where sorrow cannot come, 

Be worthy of a welcome to the “new Jerusalem,” 

You dare not heed false prophets who say, “Do the best you can, 
Then cry, Lord, Lord, and He will bid you enter, to a man.” 

For Jesus told us, “Strait and narrow is the way to life, 

And only few will find it; those who banish sin and strife.” 


So, friend, beware of those who say that Jesus paid it all. 
He left us an example, if we listen to His call. 
He died to sin, as we must die—He kept the prize in view; 
He sought to please His God alone—He was a Pattern true. 
Beware, lest you be lured to travel in the broad highway, 
And find that you have lost the promise of Eternal Day. 

—L. L. S. 
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